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SUBJECT: ECE - SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS 
FOURTH SESSION, GENEVA, FEBRUARY 9-13, 1976 

REF: GENEVA 838 

1 . SUMMARY: SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS 
OPENED FOURTH SESSION FEBRUARY 9 WITH ADOPTION OF PROVISIONAL 
AGENDA AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS. I. FRATRIC (CZECHOSLOVAKIA) AND 
E. LYKKE (NORWAY) REELECTED CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN, 
RESPECTIVELY. HIGHLIGHTS OF OPENING SESSION WERE (1) ADDRESS 
BY ECE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY STANOVNIK, WHO DISCUSSED RELATION- 
SHIP OF ENVIRONMENT TO PRESENT WORLD ECONOMIC SITUATION AND 
ADAPTATION OF ADVISERS' WORK PROGRAM IN LIGHT OF CSCE FINAL 
ACT AND (2) STANOVNIK-USSR EXCHANGE ON (A) USE OF ECE FOR 
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(B) APPLICABILITY OF MARXIST THEORY TO ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS, 
AND (C) REALITY OF INFLATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT IN USSR. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. STANOVNIK NOTED THAT SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISERS 
WERE RELATIVELY NEW BUT WELL ESTABLISHED BODY WITH ACTIVE 
WORK PROGRAM. HIGHLIGHTS OF PAST YEAR'S ACTIVITIES HAD 
INCLUDED ROTTERDAM SEMINAR ON ECOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING, HAMBURG SEMINAR ON 
COLLECTION, DISPOSAL, TREATMENT AND RECYCLING OF SOLID 
WASTES, AND WASHINGTON SEMINAR ON DESULPHURIZATION OF FUELS 
AND COMBUSTION GASES. GROUP OF EXPERTS FOR EXAMINING 
METHODS OF EVALUATING THE IMPACT OF MAN S ACTIVITIES ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND WORKING PARTY ON AIR POLLUTION PROBLEMS 
ALSO DOING HIGHLY USEFUL WORK. STANOVNIK ALSO NOTED 
EXCELLENT COOPERATION WITH UNEP. 

3. STANOVNIK ASSERTED THAT CSCE FINAL ACT HAD ENDORSED 
AND "GIVEN BOOST" TO ACTIVITIES OF SENIOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
ADVISERS. THEREFORE PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN HIS REPORT TO 
FORTHCOMING 31ST SESSION ON "THE FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
COMMISSION" (E/ECE/900) PROVIDED FOR ONLY MARGINAL CHANGES 

IN EXISTING WORK PROGRAM. STANOVNIK OUTLINED SIX WORK AREAS 
PROPOSED FOR ADVISERS IN ANNEX E TO E/ECE/900: (1) PROSPECTIVE 
TRENDS AND PROBLEMS, (2) CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND PROSPECTS 
IN ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES, (3) ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND 
MANAGEMENT ISSUES, (4) RESOURCES AND WASTE PROBLEMS, 

(5) SELECTED PROBLEMS OF POLLUTION, AND (6) STATISTICS, 
INFORMATION AND NORMS. HE SAW PROPOSED WORK PROGRAM AS 
"PERSPECTIVE FOR NEXT DECADE," NOT OVERAMBITIOUS 
PROPOSAL FOR IMMEDIATE ACTIONS AS SOME MIGHT SEE IT, 

AND AS SUGGESTION RE OVERALL ACTIVITIES, WITH RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR SPECIFIC PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS TO BE LEFT TO SENIOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISERS. SAME WOULD APPLY TO PROPOSALS FOR 
OTHER PRINCIPAL SUBSIDIARY BODIES. 

4. IN DISCUSSING FIRST PROPOSED WORK AREA, PROSPECTIVE 
TREANDS AND PROBLEMS, STANOVNIK CALLED UPON SENIOR ENVIRON- 
MENTAL ADVISERS, AS HE HAS OTHER PRINCIPLA SUBSIDIARY BODIES, 

TO BE MORE FORWARD LOOKING, INTER ALIA THROUGH COOPERATION 
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WITH SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISERS IN THEIR "OVERALL ECONOMIC 
PERSPECTIVE FOR THE ECE REGION UP TO 1990." HE STRESSED 
ONCE AGAIN HIS BELIEF THAT CURRENT ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES 
IN ECE REGION ARE OF STRUCTURAL RATHER THAN CYCLICAL 
NATURE AND THAT LESSONS OF PAST ARE NOT NECESSARILY GUIDE TO 
FUTURE ACTION. AS IN RECENT ADDRESS TO SENIOR ECONOMIC 
ADVISERS, HE ASSERTED THAT NEITHER MARX NOR KEYNES COULD 
HAVE FORESEEN PRESENT SITUATION WITH CONCURRENT RECESSION AND 
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INFLATION, DECREASED SAVINGS AND INCREASED INCOME, AND 

HIGHER UNEMPLOYMENT AND INCREASED GOVERNMENT SPENDING. GROWTH 

COULD NOT BE INFINITE IN FINITE WORLD, STANOVNIK ASSERTED, 

AND MOREOVER THERE WAS NEW CONCERN WITH QUALITY OF LIFE. AS 
IN PAST STATEMENTS, STANOVNIK NOTED DECREASING 
PRODUCTIVITY, WITH SHIFT OF MANPOWER FROM GOODS TO SERVICES 
SECTOR, AND HE EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT FUTURE GROWTH WOULD HAVE 
TO BE MUCH MORE INVESTMENT ORIENTED. MUCH OF THIS 
INVESTMENT WOULD HAVE TO BE IN ENVIRONMENT SECTOR. IN 
THIS REGARD, HE SAID ENVIRONMENT CONDITION SHOULD BE REFLECTION 
OF POLITICAL WILL, NOT MERELY RESULT OF ECONOMIC ACTIVITY. 

5. IN DISCUSSING ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AREA OF PROPOSED 

WORK PROGRAM STANOVNIK CALLED FOR EVALUATION OF TECHNOLOGY TO 
SEE HOW IT CONTRIBUTES TO MAN’S CONDITION, EDUCATION OF 
PUBLIC OPINION, OVERALL POLICY OF LAND UTILIZATION, AND 
ATTENTION TO ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF TOURISM. IN OTHER 
AREAS, HE EMPHASIZED ATTENTION TO ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF LOW 
WASTE TECHNOLOGY (AND SPECIFICALLY TO AD HOC MEETING OF 
EXPERTS ON ENERGY ECONOMY AND EFFICIENCY SCHEDULED FOR 
MARCH 8-11) AND HE NOTED PARTICULAR SUITABILITY OF ECE TO 
CONSIDER PROBLEM OF LONG RANGE AIR POLLUTION. 

6. FINALLY, STANOVNIK SAID ECE SHOULD BE READY TO ACCEPT NEW 
INITIATIVES. AS IN STATEMENT OF INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
(REFTEL), HE NOTED BREZHNEV SUGGESTION IN WARSAW SPEECH FOR 
PAN-EUROPEAN CONGRESSES AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETINS ON 
QUESTIONS OF COOPERATION IN ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION AND 
ENERGY. WHILE BREZHNEV HAD NOT SUGGESTED THAT SUCH MEETINGS 
BE ORGANIZED WITHIN ECE, STANOVNIK SAID, THE POSSIBILITY OF 
UTILIZING THE SERVICES OF THE ECE FOR SUCH PURPOSE SHOULD 

BE EXPLORED WITH THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT. 
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7. RESPONDING TO STANOVNIK, SOVIET DEL SAID HIS DELEGATION 
TOOK NOTE OF SUGGESTION RE STUDY OF POSSIBILITY OF 
USEING ECE FOR MEETINGS ENVISIONED BY BREZHNEV. HE TOOK 
STRONG ISSUE, HOWEVER, WITH WHAT HE INTERPRETED AS STANOVNIK 
ASSERTION THAT ENVIRONMENT ISSUES WERE NOT ANTICIPATED 
BY MARXIST THEORY AND THAT UNEMPLOYMENT AND INFLATION 
EXISTED IN USSR. HE ADDED THAT WHILE E/ECE/900 WAS 
GENERALLY A POSITIVE DOCUMENT, IT COULD NOT BE ENDORSED 
WITHOUT QUALIFICATION. STANOVNIK REPLIED THAT THERE MUST 
HAVE BEEN "TRAGIC ERROR IN TRANSLATION OR COMMUNICATION," 

AS HE HAD NOT MEANT TO RELATE ENVIRONMENT AND MARXIST 
THEORY AND HAD ONLY SAID THAT NO ECONOMIC THEORY COULD 
EXPLAIN SIMULTANEOUS INFLATION AND RECESSION. ONE COULD NOTE 
THAT ECONOMIC PLANNING IN USSR HAD FAILED TO ANTICIPATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS. AS A LONG TIME MARXIST AND PROFESSOR 
OF ECONOMICS, HOWEVER, HE WAS QUITE AWARE THAT INFLATION AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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UNEMPLOYMENT WERE IMPOSSIBLE IN USSR. OF COURSE, HE ADDED, 
ONCE COULD COMPARE THE SHARE OF SOVIET WORKERS IN AGRICULTURE 
WITH THOSE OF OTHER COUNTRIES AND ASK IF IT IS PRODUCTIVE. 

(IN SIMILAR EXCHANGE AT MEETING OF SENIOR ECONOMIC 
ADVISERS HE HAD ALSO ALLUDED TO POSSIBILITY OF DECREASING 
QUALITY OR SHORTAGES OF GOODS.) USSR RESPONDED THAT MIS- 
UNDERSTANDINGS DID OCCUR AND SEEMED TO GROW. 

COMMENT: STANOVNIK STATEMENT RE AVAILABILITY OF ECE 
TO PLAY ROLE IN CONFERENCES ON ENVIRONMENT, ENERGY AND 
TRANSPORT SUGGESTED BY BREZHNEV WAS MORE PRECISE AND SOVIET 
RESPONSE LESS NEGATIVE THAN AT PREVIOUS WEEK'S SESSION 
OF INLAND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE WHEN USSR DEL STATED 
STANOVNIK HAD GONE TOO FAR IN SUGGESTING BREZHNEV SAW ROLE 
FOR ECE IN PROPOSED MEETINGS (REFTEL). EXCHANGE ON 
CONTINUING RELEVANCE OF MARXIST THEORY AND ON INFLATION AND 
UNEMPLOYMENT IN USSR, ON OTHER HAND, WAS VIRTUAL REPEAT 
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OF SHARP DEBATE SET OFF BY SIMILAR STANOVNIK STATEMENTS 
IN JANUARY 19-23 MEETING OF SENIOR ECONOMIC ADVISERS AND 
MAY REFLECT SOVIET UNHAPPINESS WITH STANOVNIK PROPOSALS FOR 
ECE ROLE IN CSCE FOLLOW-UP (E/ECE/900). SOVIET RESERVATIONS 
RE E/ECE/900 RELATE PRIMARILY TO FAILURE OF REPORT TO MAKE 
ANY MENTION OF TRADITIONAL EAST-WEST ORIENTATION OF ECE, 
WHICH USSR INSISTS MUST BE MAINTAINED, WHILE SETTING FORTH 
REPEATEDLY AND AS GENERAL CONSIDERATION NEED TO UNDERTAKE 
PROGRAMS WHICH TAKE INTO ACCOUNT INTERESTS OF DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WORKD AS WELL AS WITHIN THE 
ECE REGION. SOVIET OPPOSITION TO INITIATIVES BY YUGOSLAVIA, 
ROMANIA, AND OTHERS TO PROMOTE ECE INVOLVEMENT IN ASSISTANCE 
TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (I.E., NEW NORTH-SOUTH ORIENTATION) 

WAS WELL KNOWN TO STANOVNIK (GENEVA 0276). INCLUSION OF SUCH 
ACTIVITIES IN HIS PROPOSALS TO ECE 31ST SESSION HAS 
CONSTITUTED END RUN BY YUGOSLAVS AND ROMANIANS AND 
HAS SENT SOVIETS RUNNING IN SEARCH FOR SUPPORT IN 
MAINTAINING EXLUSIVE EAST- WEST ORIENTATION. MISSION 
COMMENTS RE US POISITION ON THIS ISSUE WILL BE 
TRANSMITTED SEPTEL. BRUNGART 
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